
English Curriculum Mission Statement 

Intent 

At Hudson Road Primary School, we believe that a quality English curriculum should develop 

children’s love of reading, writing and discussion. We aim to inspire a habit of reading widely 

and often with enjoyment. We recognise the importance of nurturing a culture where 

children take pride in their writing and can write clearly and accurately and adapt their 

language and style for a range of contexts. We want to inspire children to be confident in the 

art of speaking and listening and who can use discussion to communicate and further their 

learning. 

We believe that children need to develop a secure knowledge-base in English, which follows a 

clear pathway of progression as they advance through the primary curriculum. We believe 

that a secure basis in English skills is crucial to a high-quality education and will give our 

children the tools they need to participate fully as a member of society.  

Implementation 

At Hudson Road Primary School, the English Curriculum closely follows the aims of the National 

Curriculum for English 2014. 

The national curriculum for English aims to ensure that all pupils:  

● read easily, fluently and with good understanding 

● develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information 

● acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic 

conventions for reading, writing and spoken language 

● appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage 

● write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a 

range of contexts, purposes and audiences 

● use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their 

understanding and ideas 

● are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, 

demonstrating to others and participating in debate. 

 

Our English Curriculum consists of: 

 

Speaking and Listening 

Our teaching sequence in English gives children the opportunity to use speaking and listening 

and drama to understand texts. It is also a means for children to rehearse and discuss. It 

allows children to build on and share their ideas and learn from others.  

 

Phonics 

Phonics teaching begins, for all children, in nursery and continues throughout Key Stage One. 

From reception age, phonic sessions occur daily with a new sound being introduced each day. 

In reception, tricky words are incorporated within each session; whilst in Key stage one, one 

day each week set aside for work on Tricky Words.  

Children in year three who are not yet competent in phonics, or are new to school or England,  

also have daily phonics lessons.  Planning follows the Letters and Sounds document but with 



the use of Jolly Phonics resources to engage our children. Phase 1 is taught at Nursery with 

some introduction to the phase 2 content through songs and games. Phase 2, 3 and 4 are then 

taught with more formal structure but with a similar emphasis on making phonics fun and 

engaging through practical activities, songs and games. The phonics work in Reception also 

links with the Reading and Writing curriculum.  

In Year 1, phase 5 is taught with a greater emphasis on using the skills and knowledge taught 

in the wider context of the classroom. In Year 2, phase 6 is taught as a means of bridging 

the phonics knowledge of the earlier years and the spelling curriculum in Key Stage 2. 

Children in year three who are not yet competent in phonics also have daily phonics lessons 

and continue to use the Letters and Sounds framework alongside the Jolly phonics resources.  

All phonics resources are consistent throughout school so that the learning in one classroom 

can be retained and transferred to new classrooms and contexts. Until children are confident 

in phase 5, they read phonically regular books within guided reading sessions to build their 

confidence as a reader.   

Throughout the early years and key stage 1, the sequence of phonics teaching remains the 

same.  

 

 

 

Spelling 

Teachers in KS2 follow No Nonsense Spelling Programme and teach this every day for 20 

minutes. Spelling rules are taught, and these are expected to be used correctly in 

independent writing. 

 

Reading 

In Nursery, children share stories with an adult in various ways, one to one, groups and whole 

class to encourage books skills and reading for enjoyment. In reception, children read with an 

adult two to three times a week and have a daily story time 

.  

Children in Key Stage 1 follow a reading scheme, reading texts closely linked to their phonic 

abilities. Children in Lower Key Stage 2 follow a reading scheme, until they become ‘Free 

Readers’ where they are instructed to read books within a book band. Children in Upper Key 

Stage 2 use book banded books they choose independently.  



 

Guided Whole Class Reading sessions take place daily from Year 1 to Year 6 lasting thirty to 

forty-five minutes per day. Each year group have set texts covering fiction, non-fiction and 

poetry for each term. 

These sessions allow teachers to teach the art of reading and comprehension. Our progression 

of skills and knowledge documents allow children to build on previous learning and help children 

to develop their decoding and comprehension skills. All classes use a whole class reading 

approach to their sessions using Reciprocal Reading techniques and Reading Vipers. (Vocabulary, 

Inference, Prediction, Explanation and Summarising).  Using the mastery approach, we strive for 

children to be able to discuss, explain, justify their knowledge of books in a detailed manner, 

where they submerse themselves into the texts.  

 

Writing  

In Early Years, children are encouraged to write about what they know. They move from mark 

making to using correct phonetically plausible sounds in order.  

Challenging texts are used in all year groups, teachers plan and deliver learning journeys 

following a sequence of reading, analysis, grammar teaching, modelled/shared writing, 

independent writing and editing and improving. Tasks are designed to scaffold, support and 

challenge all learners. There are many opportunities to apply taught skills in other areas of the 

curriculum to master the writing purpose.  

 

How we plan and assess English 

At Hudson Road Primary, we plan English using the Medium-term planning from the Local 

Authority. We use challenging texts that are linked to our topic and the outcomes of the half 

termly unit whenever possible.  We use various other writing purposes to consolidate learning 

and as a response to reading.  

We use the English KPI’s every term to assess reading and writing, our judgements are 

moderated within our key stage teams.  We also work with other schools to moderate our 

reading and writing judgements twice a year.  Pre Key stage standards and PIVATS are also 

used to assess learning for children with SEND.  

 

SEND 

Children who find reading and writing challenging have their learning scaffolded and 

differentiated by outcome, task or by support given.  

Some children with SEND, who are more than a key stage behind their peers,  are not able to 

access learning for their year group and teachers plan a reading and writing curriculum using the 

programme of study from an appropriate year group.  

 

Handwriting 

Children in EYFS are taught the correct formation of letters and letters with joins are taught 

in year one. Cursive handwriting is taught from year two following an agreed handwriting scheme 

which is displayed in all classrooms. Handwriting is taught during phonic and spelling sessions as 

well as discreetly. 

 

Home Reading 



Nursery 

Children are encouraged to choose a book to take home to share with parents/carers. Chidlren 

can record using pictures or symbols in their reading record. Parents are asked to sign and 

comment their reading records.  

Reception 

Chidlren take home books every day to share with parents. Books they take home are linked to 

the Reading Scheme and also books that they can read or share for pleasure.  

Year 1 and 2  

The children have a reading competition/imitative which is linked to a familiar story. Reading 

books linked to their phonic knowledge are taken home to read with parents. When they return 

to school, children need to be able to discuss what they have read. Parents are required to sign 

their reading records as well as writing a comment. Incentives are rewards to children when a 

given number of books have been read.  

 

 

Year 3  

Children take their books home every night. When the children read a book at home and their 

home reading record is signed by an adult, the children receive a sticker. After receiving 10 

stickers the children receive a prize.  

Year 4 

Books are taken home every night and the children are asked to read with an adult. When the 

children have read, the adult will sign and comment in their home reading diary. When a 

signature is obtained, the child will receive a counter and will receive different prizes as they 

compete with their peers. Children are asked to comment on the book they have read to check 

understanding.  

Year 5 and 6 

Pupils are encouraged to take their independent reading books home every day. A parent is 

required to sign their home reading diaries and when this is returned to school they receive a 

point. After acquiring ten points the children are given a rewarded 

 

Assessment in reading and writing 

We strive to ensure that our children's attainment is in line with or exceeds their potential 

when we consider the varied starting points of all our children. In Early Years, teachers assess 

reading and writing using Development Matters, whilst from year one to six, measure attainment 

using Together For Children’s Reading and Writing KPI (Key Performance Indicators) for each 

term, whilst always considering the age-related expectations for each year group.  

For children in year two and year six, who are not meeting age related expectations, pre key 

standards are used to assess. Our intentions are that our English curriculum will ensure our 

pupils are academically prepared for life beyond primary school and throughout their 

educational journey. 

 

Reading For Pleasure 

All classes are encouraged to use the school library and borrow books to take home.  

Teachers have good knowledge of children’s literature and can advise and support their pupils in 

choosing texts. Each class has dedicated story time during the day and can discuss the books 



they have read with passion. We promote local reading events in bookshops and libraries, as well 

as our own themed reading activities throughout the year.  

 

Impact 

Pupils enjoy reading regularly, for information and for enjoyment/pleasure.   

Pupils discuss books with excitement and interest.   

Pupils enjoy writing and use the features of different genres and styles and can write for 

different purposes and audiences.   

Pupils are proud of their writing. 

Pupils know that others value their writing; progress is celebrated with certificates and they 

see it on display.  

Skills progress (grammar and punctuation) throughout the school is evident in children’s books.   

Pupils vocabulary choices are improving.   

Writing across the curriculum is beginning to match the same standard as in English books.   

There is evidence of a clear teaching sequence in books; of reading, analysis, grammar teaching, 

modelled/shared writing, independent writing and editing and improving.  

A range of genres are taught across the school (progressing in difficulty) resulting in pupils 

being exposed to, and knowledgeable about, literary styles, authors and genres. They can 

express preferences and give opinions, supported by evidence, about different texts.   

Next steps marking provide positive support and directs the pupil on their next steps to improve 

their writing.   
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